
Creation Care



Prologue 
God created the world and all that is in it (Psalm 24:1). Throughout scripture we are reminded that God created the world for his purposes and we 
have a responsibility to take care of it. 

Our God-given role of caring for the Earth and its resources is also directly intertwined with loving our neighbour. The rate that we are currently using 
the Earth’s resources is having a big impact on the environment and hitting people living in poverty the hardest, when they have done the least to 
cause it. This is an injustice and throughout the Bible, we are called to stand against injustice. 

Our faith is a response to the good news of the gospel and it demands a response in the way we live. How we live with regards to others and the 
planet is a key part of what it means to be a follower of Jesus. Safeguarding the integrity of creation is one of the 5 Marks of Mission of the Anglican 
Communion. 

"It's absolutely clear that... following Jesus must include standing alongside those that are on the front-line of this unfolding catastrophe... 
responding to climate change is an essential part of this responsibility." Archbishop Canterbury, Justin Welby 

The Climate Care sermon series is based on Dave Bookless' book, Planetwise, and seeks to both explore the compelling biblical case for caring for the 
planet that God made and how we can live this out in our discipleship, our worship, our lifestyles and our mission. Let the adventure begin ... 



Creation and Us 
Main message:  
Concern for the whole of God’s creation is fundamental to the God of the Bible and to His purposes for human beings. The environmental 
crisis is at root a spiritual crisis. 

Main response:  
A call to repentance. Healing the environment does not come about primarily by recycling, down-sizing or better resource management 
but by repentance and returning to God.  

Discussion starter:  
Shouldn’t we be focusing on evangelism rather than worrying about the planet? Discuss. 

Read Genesis 1 

Questions: 
- If the Bible is the story of God and the whole of Creation, why do you think Christians have only emphasised the ‘human’ 
elements of the Bible, and neglected wider creation? 
- John 1:10 ‘He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognise him.’ What does this passage tell us about 
the state of the world and its relationship with their creator? What examples can we see in the world today, and in our own 
lives, of the breakdown in the relationships between humanity and creation? 
- Why does God emphasise that humans are made both ‘from the dust of the earth’ and also ‘in the image of God’? What are 
the implications of each, on our relationship with God and the rest of creation? 
- In Genesis 1, the older Bible translations referred to humanity as ‘having dominion’ over the earth and its creature. ‘Dominion’ 
sounds very close to domination, and has sometimes been used by Christians to excuse exploiting the earth. The real meaning 
of ‘dominion’ in Genesis 1 is ‘lordship’. For Christians, how does Jesus model what godly lordship and kingship are all about? 
- Romans 1:20. What does this passage tell you about the relationship between God and all of creation? 
- Read Psalm 24:1. What practical difference does it make to everyday life if we believe this? How should it affect our attitude 
to possessions and property? 
- In what ways is the current environmental crisis at root a spiritual crisis? 



- Read Revelation 11:18. How does God feel about the spiritual rebellion that has led to such devastation in his beautiful 
creation? How does this make you want to respond?  

Response: 
Think of some practical actions you can make as an individual / household in response to what you’ve learned today.  



Saviour of the World 
Main message:  
What has care for the environment got to do with Jesus? Everything! 

Main response:  
To explore how this affects our devotional life and lifestyle. 

Discussion starter:  
Why bother to care for the earth - isn’t God going to destroy it anyway? 

Read Colossians 1:15-21 

Questions: 
- What does it mean to you that, ‘through Jesus, God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth’ (Colossians 1:16)? 
- What does John 1:1-3 tell us about why Jesus can fix us? 
- How does knowing that Jesus is the source of creation help us to understand some of his actions? Eg: 
- Healing the sick (Matthew 8:14-16) 
- Driving out evil spirits (Matthew 8:14-16) 
- Calming the storm (Luke 8:22-25) 
- Read Colossians 1:16. Why was creation made? How should this truth affect our lives here on earth? 
- In the following verse, we read that ‘in him all things hold together’. Read also Isaiah 28:16. What does this mean to you? What 
happens when we fail to put Jesus at the centre of our thought and behaviour? 
- Read John 3:16. What does John tell us that God so loved? What are the implications of this on the saving work of Jesus? Did Jesus 
only come to restore the relationship between humans and God? 

Response: 
In what ways has today’s study affected your understanding of who Jesus is? How could this influence your devotional life and your 
lifestyle? 



Living it out: Worship 
Main message:  
Worship = worth-ship (giving worth to someone or something). Worshiping God is the purpose of our being and includes the whole of 
how we live our lives, including our lifestyle choices, shopping etc. 

Main response:  
To identify how we can worship God as if creation matters. 

Discussion starter:  
“I’m glad somebody’s caring for the planet, just as long as it doesn’t have to be me!” How far do you agree with this statement? 

Read Romans 12:1-2: 
‘So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-
around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become 
so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the 
inside out. Readily recognise what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you 
down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.’  - Message Translation 

Questions: 
- Tim Keller describes Romans 12:1-2 as ‘a summary of the whole of the Christian life’ in response to our salvation in Jesus. Do you 
see the whole of life, including shopping and lifestyle choices, as worship? 
- W = Wonder at God’s creation. (Psalm 96:11-13) Wonder is the stepping-stone to worship. Do you feel like you may have lost your 
wonder? What place do you go where God’s creation brings you into a sense of wondering worship? 
- O = Openness to God speaking through Creation (Job 12:7-10) Have you ever felt comforted or challenged by observing creation? 
Has God ever spoken to you through the groaning of creation? What do you think prevents us from hearing God speak in this way? 
- R = Rootedness in the place where God puts us (Jeremiah 29:4-7) In a world of endless mobility, how can we ensure we are rooted 
in community and relationships, and invested in their long-term thriving? Do you feel deeply rooted in and committed to the place God 
has put you? How do you pray for and work for the welfare of the place God has put you?  



- S = Sabbath rest and re-creation (Genesis 2:2-3, Leviticus 25:1-5) What does taking Sabbath rest mean to you? How does it look for 
you? How far have you understood sabbath as being as much about creation as about people?  ‘Sabbath rest is about rediscovering 
the rhythms that God wants us to have. The rhythms are essential for our spiritual, mental and physical welfare. They are also vital if 
we are to live at the pace of the planet, living as part of a healthy creation rather than separate.’ In what areas of your life do you 
need to make space for Sabbath rest? 
- H = Hands-on involvement with creation (Genesis 1:26) God has given us His world to enjoy and to look after for Him. As we 
deepen our relationship with the earth, we deepen our relationship with our creator God. In what ways do you enjoy creation? In 
what ways do you look after creation? How do you find relating to creation leads you to worship God? 
- I = Integration of all our relationships (Colossians 1:17-18, Romans 12:1) ‘One of the biggest problems we have in western culture 
today is the way we box our lives into various separate compartments ... This lack of integration is seen clearly in our relationship with 
the natural world. We may believe that the earth is the Lord’s, but it’s easy for this to stay in the room labelled ‘faith’ and never cross 
over into the rooms labelled ‘work’, ‘lifestyle’, ‘politics’ and so on… Yet God does not want it to be this way. He wants us to live lives 
that are connected, balanced and meaningful, lives of integrity and integration. The secret is actually very simple: put God at the 
centre.’ Are there any areas of your life where you feel you are being pulled in different directions? How can we allow Jesus, in whom 
‘all things hold together’, to help us make sense of all the fragmented bits of our lives? What practical steps can we take to keep him 
at the centre of every part of our lives? 
- P = Prayer for God’s kingdom (Matthew 6:10) Do you pray about the earth? Do you tend to fall into the trap of action without prayer, 
or prayer without action, or neither? If we allow ourselves to be open to God’s spirit speaking through Creation, we should be weeping 
with God’s Spirit at the groaning of creation, and pleading for God’s mercy. Think of some environmental issues, local or global, that 
concern or upset you, and take these to God in prayer.  

Response: 
Are there some practical ways that can help you worship Jesus in the midst of everyday life? 



Living it out: Lifestyle 
Main message:  
If we are to worship God with heart, soul, mind and strength and love our neighbours as ourselves, then we need to change our 
lifestyles radically. 

Main response:  
For us all to make a complete, radical and honest audit of our lifestyles, their impact on the poor and on the planet, and then ask God to 
pinpoint where we should start making changes. 

Discussion starter:  
At present, the average Briton uses such a large amount of the earth’s resources that we would need more than three planet Earths if 
everybody in the world wanted to live in the same way. How does this make you feel? How do you think it makes God feel? 

Read Luke 10:25-37 and Matthew 6:19-34 

Questions: 
- Read Luke 10:25-28. The expert in the law knew the Old Testament better than most people. But what does Jesus perceive about 
his knowledge of the law and the Old Testament? 
- Read Luke 10:29-35. Jesus details the many concrete ways that the Samaritan “took pity” on the victim. What do you think he wants 
the expert to see? 
- Describe the Samaritan’s actions from the point of view of (a), personal inconvenience, (b) financial cost, and (c) risk. 
- Read Luke 10:36-37. Note in Luke 10:36, Jesus reverses the expert’s original question in 10:29. The man got the point, at least 
intellectually, that maintaining the right relationship with God is not simply about performing rituals. According to Jesus’ parable, how 
does one demonstrate a right relationship with God? 
- “Go and do likewise” (v.37) - what exactly was Jesus telling the lawyer to do? 
- Today, our daily lifestyle choices have global impact. How often do you think about the impact of your everyday decisions on the 
planet and others? 
- Our culture pulls us into resource-intensive, consumer-driven, greedy lifestyles. To what extent are you aware of the pressure or 
desire to keep up with neighbours in terms of lifestyle and possessions? How can we cultivate a simpler lifestyle? 



- How regularly do you think about the effects of your travel on creation, where your food has come from, the welfare conditions of 
those who made your clothes or the animals that you eat, what happens to your waste, the carbon footprint of your home?  
- If Jesus was to walk around your home / possessions accompanied by someone from a third world country, what do you think they 
would make of it? What areas do you feel challenged on?  
- What would you want your lifestyle to look like in 5 years time? Is this a sustainable vision that honours God, includes justice for the 
poor and cares for creation? 

Response: 
One step at a time: Spend some time asking God to put his finger on the one area of your life where the change needs to start. 

Extra Resources:  
https://arocha.org.uk/our-activities/living-lightly-take-action/ Lists categories (food, garden, home, money, shop, travel, waste, work, Christmas, 
church, community, action) with access to a wide range of ideas on things we can do to live lives that are just and fair and respect God’s 
creation. Ranges from simple things you can do straight away to more demanding challenges.

https://arocha.org.uk/our-activities/living-lightly-take-action/


Living it out: Mission 
Main message:  
Our mission as the church includes looking after creation, looking after our neighbour and tackling injustice. 

Main response:  
To explore how we can better reflect this in our lifestyles and priorities. 

Discussion starter:  
The problems are too big - what difference can I make? Discuss. 

Read Matthew 28:19-20 and Mark 16:15 

Questions: 
- Read Matthew 28:19-20. What is it that Jesus sends his disciples out to make?  
- What is discipleship? How does this differ from evangelism? 
- What are these new disciples to be taught to obey?  
- If the command to reflect God in caring for creation is ‘the first great commision’ (Genesis 1:28), how is this reflected in your 
priorities? 
- Read Mark 16:15. To whom are we to preach the good news?  
- As well as our relationship with God, what other relationships were broken at the Fall? How is the gospel good news to all creation? 
- The evangelist Dr Rob Frost has said, “When Christians take the earth seriously, people take the gospel seriously”. What do you think 
about that and why? 
- The 5 Marks of Mission according to the Archbishops of the Anglican Communion are: 
- To proclaim the good news of the new kingdom 
- To teach, baptize and nurture new believers 
- To respond to human need by loving service 
- To seek to transform unjust structures of society 
- To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the earth 
- Do you feel you support each of these marks of mission through praying, giving and practical action? 



- How can we keep a full biblical understanding of mission, including creation care, without neglecting the importance of sharing the 
good news of Jesus with individual people? 

Response: 
Spend some time asking God what area of mission He would like you to step out in, in a new or greater way. 


