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Welcome to the third issue of "Mixed Blessings Times"
Welcome to our first magazine of the year, in fact the first of a new decade -
the 20s. The weeks, months and years seem to race past, so it’s great to know
that every Tuesday morning we can take time out to get together, enjoy each
other’s company, and immerse ourselves in our programme of activities.

This term we’ve travelled to Europe. Africa, and Dorset, journeyed back in time
to the world of Boots Book Libraries, met some great British characters in both
fact and fiction, and exercised our limbs and brains. On behalf of all of us at
Mixed Blessings, “thank you, Derek”, our fantastic programme organiser.

It’s been great to welcome some new members this term.
If you haven’t sampled one of our gatherings, why not give us a try?
We meet in The Lantern Hub, which is across the car park from The Lantern
Church, at 10:30 on Tuesdays.

We always celebrate birthdays, but especially those with a “0”. Next term, for
the first time ever at Mixed Blessings, we have an “00” birthday to celebrate.
I wonder what Margaret can remember of the 20s - the 1920s!
The programme for next term is on the inside back cover.

A very big thank you to all our members who have contributed to this issue with
such an interesting variety of articles. There’s a prize limerick
competition too, why not have a go?

I’d also like to thank Graham, who put the magazine
together, and Karen in the Lantern Office who has kindly
printed it for us.

I hope you enjoy reading this issue of our magazine.

John Taylor

Mixed Blessings contact information:

Derek Baker  Tel: 01202 888241
John Taylor  Tel: 01202 883896
Email:  joncaz27@gmail.com

Front cover photo:
Barbara, Pat, and Margo at the

Mixed Blessings Christmas Dinner

Back cover painting:
 “Forest Glade”
by Ted Barratt



An Easter Message from the Vicar
There is a story that is sometimes told
of a group of people discussing world
faiths and religion in general. All
discussing their different views of how
to ‘lead a good life’ and ultimately ‘get
to God’, if indeed God exists.
A Christian was listening in and piped
up: “It sounds like what you are all
saying is that life is like a mountain,
with God at the top, and we are all at
different points at the bottom of the
mountain, trying to find our way up.
And whilst we might all take different
paths, they all reach the top in the
end.”
“Exactly, yeah, you get it!” The rest of
the people smiled and chorused
together.
“Well,” said the Christian, “wouldn’t it be
great if God came down the mountain
to us, showing us the way up?”
“That would be amazing!” They all
agreed.
The Christian continued, “Well, I do
believe that there are lots of people
and religions that are trying to find their
way up the mountain. But Christianity is
different. It says we can never make it
up the mountain ourselves – that would
require perfection – but it says instead
that God, in the person of Jesus, came
down the mountain, to us all. And it
says that more than that, he, being
perfect, made it possible for us to reach
God, at the top, through him.”

Easter is the most important festival in
the Christian calendar. More so even
than Christmas – when I last wrote for
the Mixed Blessings Times. Easter is
the most remarkable, important and
beautiful story in all of history because
it is the one that can lead us home to
God.  If we understand the message of

Easter, we
understand the
central
message of the
Christian faith.

It is a story that
is remarkable,
and completely unique to the Christian
faith. The thought that God would
‘lower himself’ to become human and
then even worse, willingly submitting
himself to suffer unjustly and die a
criminal’s death, before rising to life
again… and through that would in fact
win the ultimate-sin-and-death-
conquering victory… well that is an
anathema to other faiths, an insult and
an absurdity. Yet, it is the remarkable,
consistent message of the Christian
faith. As it’s put in 1 Peter 3.18: “For
Christ also suffered once for sins, the
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring
you to God.”
That’s remarkable.

Secondly, it is the most important
story in all of history because it claims
to be the only one that can lead us
home to God. Jesus himself says, “‘I
am the way and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except
through me.” (John 14.6)
And the verse above, from 1 Peter,
says that Jesus’ sacrifice was ‘the
righteous for the unrighteous’ – what
does that mean? Well, put simply,
‘righteous’ people are ‘in right
relationship’ with God. And so the
‘unrighteous’, are not, and because of
sin… unable to make their own way up
the mountain, to the Father. So this is
the most important story in all of
history.



Finally, it’s the most beautiful story.
Well, we can probably all think of a
favourite film or book that includes a
story of self-sacrifice, someone giving
their lives to save someone else’s.
They move us deeply. Imagine if
someone literally gave their life to save
you – would you not be infinitely
grateful? How much more so if it was
the ‘righteous’ for the ‘unrighteous’?

The bible tells us that, “For God so
loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in

him shall not perish but have eternal
life.” (John 3.16) It’s the most beautiful
story.
And it is through this beautiful,
remarkable, crucially important Easter
story that you and I find our way home
to God, forgiven, enjoying life with him
now, and for eternity.
And best of all, it really is true, not just
a story, but history.
Happy Easter indeed!

Mike Tufnell

An Easter  Message from the Vicar  cont’d

4 April 10 - 11:30 am Easter Family Special
5 April 9 and 11 am Palm Sunday (guest speaker Michael Cuthbertson)
10 April 10 am - 12 noon
 - in the Church Good Friday Reflections (creche for under 4s)
 - in the Hub Children’s Good Friday Gathering
12 April 9 and 11 am Easter Sunday Celebration



Festive Hat Making with Pat - photos by Derek & Ron



What's your role at Mixed Blessings
(MB), and what does that entail?
I call myself the “bookings secretary”,
which means that I plan talks and
activities for our weekly meetings. I
book speakers and entertainers and
organize outings and activities. I send
out a regular Monday email about that
week’s activity. I also help with
microphones and visual presentations.
In addition, I stand in for John Taylor,
our chairman, when he is away.
How long have you been at MB?
Six years.
How did you get involved with MB?
When I retired from work, I knew I had
to find new things to do to fill the time
profitably.  Mixed Blessings was
something that Agnes, my wife, and I
could do together, and we decided to
give it a go. We were made very
welcome and decided to stay.
What do you enjoy most about MB?
I suppose most of us Mixed Blessingers
would say that we enjoy meeting our
friends and making new acquaintances.
Coffee and chat are very important.
In addition, I like the variety of things we
get up to. No two meetings are the
same and it’s always good to go to
meetings with a feeling of anticipation.
Which has been your favourite session?
Fraser Smith, a hospital chaplain, spoke
to us in October 2018 about his job. It
was fascinating to learn about the
variety of tasks he got up to. He spoke
with authority, interest and humour.
There have been loads of excellent
sessions, and I love most of them.
What are your biggest challenges at MB?
It’s not a tricky role and there are loads
of wise members to consult if there is a
problem. One issue which regularly

confronts me is trying to
juggle speakers and
activities so that there is
a good and varied
balance – but it usually
works out O.K.
What can we do to help you in your role?
It is wonderful when members help me.
Some offer to give us talks, and they
are generally very good at it. Others
have ideas for speakers or activities.
Yet others get hold of one of my ideas
and throw themselves into bringing it to
fruition. I would say to all these
members, “Keep it up.  You are great!”
What's your favourite meal at MB?
I can’t think of a Mixed Blessings meal I
haven’t really enjoyed. Jackie and her
gang do a brilliant job time after time.
But if you push me to select a favourite,
I would have to choose the one we had
when we celebrated Burns Night. The
haggis was exceptional, and the beef
tender and tasty. It was rounded off by
one of Val’s crumbles. Mmm, Heaven!
Anything you'd like to add?
I’d like to thank those at MB who
encourage me in my role. I feel well
supported and it makes my job a joy.
And finally, please tell us a little-known
fact about yourself
I once played a mouth organ duet with
the virtuoso harmonica player, Larry
Adler. (Think of “Dixon of Dock Green”.
Larry Adler played the theme tune.)  I
was picked from the front row of a
theatre, handed a tiny mouth organ, and
given signals to inform me when to
inhale and when to exhale. Of course, I
played brilliantly!
Thanks for your time, Derek.
Here’s an idea for a session - Derek
giving a recital on the harmonica ☺ Ed

The Big Interview - Derek Baker



 Reg told me today
 He’s building an ark.
 The dogs next door
 Do nothing but bark.

So he’ll sail away
For a year and a day
With the crew,
Two cats and a shark.

The ark is very commodious
No animals allowed that are odious.
A five star hotel on the water
With luxuries in every quarter.

There’ll be crew to hoist the sails
And a lookout for the whales.
Cold beers and hot tubs
Roast beef and Yorkshire puds.

Reg is a master seaman.
He can sail like a demon
Through gales and rough seas
With consummate ease.

When they reach the Pacific isle
They will set up in style
With a palm leaf and bamboo palace
With servants galore
Waiting on at every door.

You’ll be wondering
How could he afford this expense?
The Captain and crew on a luxury ark
Not to mention two cats and a shark.

One thing Reg has kept in the dark
He’s really a Russian oligarch
And nobody knows his real name.
But I can reveal - it’s Regputin!

A Bold Venture  -  Arthur Smith



“These are a few of my favourite things …”
We asked Babs,
Ron and Val to tell
us a few of their
favourites.

Here’s what they
said:

My favourite: Babs Ron Val

Meal My husband’s curry Lamb shank Pasta dishes

Drink White wine or beer Coffee White wine

Pudding Peaches & custard Crumble Apple crumble

Fruit or vegetable Strawberries Pears Strawberries

Item of clothing Outfits I wear for
talks

Casual Jumpers

Hobby Puzzles and
gardening

DIY and gardening Gardening

Sport Tennis Football Walking

TV programme Countdown C4 News Call the Midwife

TV detective Barnaby Frost Vera

Film Bedknobs and
Broomsticks

The Sixth Sense The King and I

Actor Sean Connery Bruce Willis David Jason

Musical show Mamma Mia Abba Sound of Music

Singer / group Michael Ball Abba Cliff Richard

Song Mozart’s Ave
Verum Corpus

Dancing Queen Abide with me

Book Puzzler Collection Any by Clive
Cussler

Rainbow Magic by
Chrissy Greenslade



The Big Interview - Wendy Lacey
Last year Wendy gave us a talk about Sir
Francis Drake, and we were amazed at how
much information she was able to recall.
In March, her next subject will be Charles II, and
if it’s half as interesting as her previous talk, then
we’ll be in for another treat.
Wendy, playing accordion, together with Peter
Miller on violin, gave us a musical session last
year as well.
We thought we’d take the opportunity to ask
Wendy some questions about herself.

How and when did you become
interested in historical figures?
At school. As I was left-handed, I
spent much time with my left arm tied
behind my back, and did a lot of
reading. I also liked my history
teacher, and became interested in the
subject.
We weren’t supposed to go into the
school library at lunch-time, but being
a rebel, I did.
There weren’t ‘O’ levels in those days.
I left school at 15 on a Friday, and
started work in the Co-op on the
following Monday
Who is your favourite historical figure?
Sir Francis Drake - a most amazing
man for his time.
Charles II was an interesting man too,
which is why I chose him for my
second talk.
How do you research your subjects?
I don’t - just memory and books.
What is your most interesting, little-
known fact about Sir Francis Drake?
He was Captain of his own ship aged
just fourteen years.

Why did you take up playing the
accordion?
I joined a Morris side to dance, but
they were short of musicians so I
learnt how to play one.
I went to Ted Hibberd’s music shop in
Ferndown. He showed me a number
of accordions, apart from one at the
bottom which he was keeping for his
daughter. I persuaded him to let me
try that one, and it was the one that
suited me best. He had a word with
his wife and came back to say that he
could sell me that one, which I bought.
How long did it take you to learn to
play the accordion?
Back in 1992, I had six lessons with
Ted, but played it like a piano, which
I’m told is unusual. However, that was
the style I developed, so I didn’t have
any more lessons.
Where do you play?
Anywhere I’m asked
What's the biggest audience you've
played to?
Wimborne Folk Festival.



Some memories of my childhood - Jenny Ball
Born and brought up in Yorkshire, I was
the youngest of three children, my sister
and brother being 5 & 6 years older.
This of course was during the war but I
remember my sister and I being so
excited about getting up in the middle of
the night, and dressed in our siren suits,
to go across the road to neighbours who
had a cellar, and we would stay there in
makeshift beds until the siren went off to
tell us the danger was over. Of course,
we did not understand the serious
meaning of it all.
Whilst living in Yorkshire we moved
every 2 years due to my father’s work,
so we went to several different schools. I
have memories of going to a C of E
junior school which was at the bottom of
the road where we lived, I never
remember my mother ever taking us to
school, we just walked on our own with
friends.
At the age of 7 we moved away but I
was able to continue with the same
school, although I now had a mile walk.
The walk which was an area of open
countryside alongside a river was known
as ‘the backs’ and it ran parallel to the
main road. En route I’d meet up with
others but many times the boys would
mess about making us late for school.
After assembly, the girls and boys who
were late would have to go onto the
platform and feel one stroke of the cane
given by the Headmaster.
No school lunches in those days, so at
12 we would leave school to go home
returning for the afternoon session at
1:30.
Every time the Headmaster came into a
classroom, we knew we had to stand to
attention until told to sit down. During
our last year this was frequent, he would

quickly put sums on the
blackboard, rub them off,
and woe betide any of us
who hadn’t the right answer.
I think this was why I was so
good at mental arithmetic!
At the age of 11 we had to take an exam
to determine which senior school we
would go to. Because I didn’t live in the
area I had to take the exam at a school
in the area where I lived. I remember
walking up the hill, again on my own, to
a school I had never seen before. But
there was a girl there who recognised
me from Sunday School and befriended
me. Some 70 years later we still keep in
touch, she is still living in Yorkshire.
When I was 14 we moved to
Bournemouth, my dog, Punch, came too
(see photo below). I was not impressed
with the Bournemouth School for Girls,
they didn’t play hockey, the love of my
life, but lacrosse! Also I remember being
kept behind after school to have
‘elocution lessons’ to teach me to talk
properly, in other words to get rid of my
Yorkshire accent!



Celebrities I have met along the way - Pat Piddock
Edward Heath
We met him at
Cranborne Tea
Rooms. I was with
my mother. Believe
it or not, she was at
school with him at
Broadstairs in
Thanet. She thought he recognised
her.

Princess Margaret
I had just finished
my final exams in
nursing SRN. when
Princess Margaret
came to open our
new leisure centre.
We new SRNs
were to form a guard of honour. A
friend, because she was smaller than
the princess, presented the bouquet.
What an honour, especially as we
were all wearing our new staff nurse
uniforms with our green belts and
silver buckles. I don’t think that
happens today.

Mohamed Al-Fayed
Next on my list was
the then owner of
Harrods. We were
in London for the
day and had gone
to Harrods to see
the memorial for
Princess Diana and
Dodi, son of the owner. In the crowd,
I bumped into this man’s b - - - y,
looked up and found it was Mr.Fayed,
with his almost seven foot bodyguard!

Russell Watson
At this time I also
found out that
Russell Watson
was giving a small
concert for a very
ill little girl, and
would be signing
CDs. I queued for
nearly two hours
for his signed CD. He actually shook
my hand and spoke to me. That was
when he first became popular.

The Queen and Duke of Edinburgh
In the town of
Burgess Hill,
just a few miles
from Brighton, I
stood as part of
the crowd when
Her Majesty the
Queen and the
Duke of
Edinburgh
came to open a
new tourist centre. I could have
almost touched her.

Princess Anne
She came and
opened the new
sailing club on
Hayling Island.
I find her to be a
very friendly and
relaxed person.

Continued on next page



Julian Fellows
Peter and I were at
Cranborne Tea
Rooms having
lunch last summer.
Peter said: “Don’t
look now, but
there’s someone
sitting at a table
who we know.” Of
course I looked, and it was Julian
Fellows with three ladies. I just could
not resist it, so, on our way out, I
leaned over and said how much I had
enjoyed “Downton Abbey”. Wait for it -
he stood up, shook my hand, and said:
“Thank you very much, this is very kind
of you.” The three ladies all agreed with
what I said about “Downton Abbey”.

The rest of the celebrities are those I
meet up with in The Lantern Hub on
Tuesday’s at 10:30.

Below: Pat with one of our Mixed
Blessings “celebrities” - Maggie.

Celebrities I have met along the way - Pat Piddock  cont’d

Saint Mary’s  by  Esme Noreen Lloyd
This poem is taken from 'I'll see you in my dreams' -  by Esme
Noreen Lloyd (Jenkins) - mother of Cossette Allsopp (pictured).

I kneel and say a little prayer,
then sit and gaze around

High to the rafters, then to the ground
The Church, although but dimly lit,

Through stained glass windows sunlight flits.
Saints in their robes are looking down

Upon their faces I see peace profound.
I look again, and what I see,
I wish that I a Saint could be.

The Priest in robes of green and gold,
Gives thanks to God for gifts untold.
The choirboys in their robes of white,

To me they are a heavenly sight.
Such beauty and peace then enters my heart,

I really think I am a part
Of all those prayers and songs of praise,

Yet sit and feel I’m in a daze,
A glimpse of Heaven - I am amazed.



Hobbies - Clive Gill
Most of us have had, or still have,
some sort of hobby, maybe it’s time to
revisit this pastime. Your interest could
be painting, sewing, cooking, stamp-
collecting, model-making or something
unusual. Perhaps someone else has
the same hobby as you and would like
to get together. I am sure that Graham
would like to hear from you on this
subject - yes, please - Ed
One of my hobbies started when I was
a schoolboy at Poole Grammar School,
which was close to the Park, at Ladies
Walking Fields. The railway line went
past the bottom of the playing fields,
and I began to take an interest in the
steam engines that went from
Weymouth to London Waterloo and
return. In those days there was a
station at Bournemouth West (see
picture below) with services as far as
Bristol via Bath. Once a day the ‘Pines
Express’ would run over the route
going via Broadstone, Blandford and
Templecombe to Bristol. This line no
longer exists, having been closed by
Dr.Beeching in the sixties.

Just after my 19th birthday,
I got employment in
London and moved to the
city. This meant I had
access to all the main lines,
and spent much of my
spare time visiting the London
terminals on this hobby which was to
last me a lifetime.
After six months I joined a rail club
which organised trips at weekends to
visit various rail depots (known as
sheds), going to different parts of the
country, normally about 40 of us.
A permit, obtained from British
Railways, was needed to visit. This
was presented to the Shed Master at
each depot who would arrange for a
guide, although sometimes he would
let us roam at will. These were very
dangerous places, with deep
inspection pits, moving locomotives,
steam, etc. The object of the visit, you
guessed it, train spotting, for which we
had a book, listing every single engine
by number. Some engines would also
have a name.



I was asked to join the committee of
the London-based Home Counties
Railway Society. At our peak we had
over 1,000 members. This meant we
had direct contact with British Railways
and our own representative who we
would contact to arrange our visits.
The Society decided to expand into
organising and running our own rail
tours, as we now considered ourselves
to be railway enthusiasts. The tours
were open to anyone, our passengers
were from all walks of life, many young
married couples, business people, and
quite a lot of clergymen.
The HCRS arranged a total of 12 rail
tours over the period of the late 1950s
to early 1960s. These would consist of
about eight carriages taking 500 to 600
passengers. The attraction was that we
arranged our own places to visit, and,
most importantly, the choice of steam
locomotive we wanted, subject to
availability.
As an example of one of these tours, a
special train left Paddington in
December 1963 on route to Swindon
Works, home of the Great Western.

This specially organised train was fully
booked, the main attraction was the
choice of steam engine to be used.
The locomotive was 72006 Clan
McKenzie, a class which had only
operated in Scotland, and had never
steamed in southern Britain. The
response was amazing  - every bridge,
station and countryside we passed was
full of people, mostly with cameras,
wanting to see this once in a lifetime
event.
The photo below shows 72006 at
Paddington Dec 1963.
This was the time when British
Railways were changing over to diesel
or electric traction, and steam engines
were all heading for the scrapyard. So
locomotive 72006 went back to
Scotland where a fortnight later it was
sent to be cut up, the last of its class of
ten.
Surprisingly, a new Clan class loco is
currently being built by a group of
enthusiasts for use on Heritage
railways. Work started in 2012 and the
loco is expected to be finished in 2026,
14 years in the making!

Hobbies - Clive Gill  cont’d



Christmas Dinner 2019 - photos by Derek, Graham and Ron
This page - getting ready; next page - a jolly time was had by all





Sporting memories through the decades - Graham Dunn
As the calendar turned over to 2020, I
looked back at the great moments in
British sport during the last decade. But
why stop there? As someone who has
always enjoyed sport, although these
days it’s more watching and reading
than playing, here are some personal
memories through the decades. I’ll
restrict these to events I watched live or
on TV, or listened to on the radio.
1950s
1958 FA Cup Final - Nat Lofthouse
bundling the ball and goalkeeper Harry
Gregg into the net as Bolton beat Man
United 2-0 just 3 months after the
Munich air disaster, Our family had just
bought its first TV, a 14 inch black &
white Pye (with snow effect at no
additional cost). This was the first cup
final I can remember watching.

1960s
Henry Cooper knocking down Cassius
Clay in round 4 of their first fight in 1963.
My brother and I shared a bedroom
where we had an extension to the
downstairs radio. We listened to the
commentary in bed.

Angela Mortimer defeating 20-year old
Essex girl Christine Truman in 3 sets in
the all-British Ladies Final at Wimbledon
in 1961. My family also lived in Essex,
so we cheered for Miss Truman.

England beating West Germany 4-2 at
Wembley in the World Cup Final. I
heard this on the radio while going by
coach to the Lake District with my
church youth group - we were travelling
with a similar group from Hamburg!

1970s
Red Rum winning a third Grand National
in 1977.
Virginia Wade winning the Wimbledon
Ladies Singles final in 1977 in front of
The Queen in her Silver Jubilee Year.



1980s
At the Moscow Olympics of 1980, Steve
Ovett winning the 800m, and Sebastian
Coe winning the 1500m.
The Headingley Ashes test of 1981 - Ian
Botham scoring 149, Bob Willis taking 8
wickets in Australia’s 2nd innings.
Torvill and Dean’s ice dance routine to
the Bolero as they scored perfect 6s to
win gold at the Sarajevo Winter
Olympics in 1984 - Chris & I were among
24 million Brits watching live on TV.

Dennis Taylor beating Steve Davis at
12:23 a.m. on the final black of the 1985
Snooker World Championship - over 18
million of us stayed up to watch on BBC.
Eddie Edwards, in 1988 became the first
Brit to compete in ski-jumping at the
Winter Olympics - he finished last in
both the 70m and 90m events of course.

1990s
Wimborne Town winning the FA Vase
final at the old Wembley Stadium,
beating Guiseley 5-3 - I drove a mini-
bus full of lads, and dads, from the
Lantern Youth Club to the game.
Jonathan Edwards twice breaking the
World Triple Jump record at the 1995
World Athletic Championships in
Gothenburg. I knew Jonathan’s father,
Andy, then the vicar at Bearwood, and
arranged for Jonathan to run a coaching
session at Wimborne Athletics Club.

2000s
Jonny Wilkinson scoring a drop-goal in
the final minute of extra-time as England
beat Australia in the Rugby World Cup
final of 1993.
2010s
‘Super Saturday” at the London 2012
Olympics, when Jessica Ennis
(Heptathlon), Greg Rutherford (Long
Jump), and Mo Farah (10,000m) won
gold medals in the space of 45 minutes.
Andy Murray winning his first
Wimbledon singles title in 2013, beating
Novak Djokovic in 3 sets.
Ben Stokes’ heroics with the bat in the
Cricket One-day World Cup final against
New Zealand at Lords last summer.
What have been your favourite moments?



A Spanish teacher was explaining to his class that in Spanish, unlike English,
nouns are designated as either masculine or feminine.  ‘House’ for instance is
feminine - la casa. Pencil, however, is masculine - el lapis.
A student asked: “What gender is a computer?” Instead of giving the answer, the
teacher split the class into 2 groups, men and women, and asked them to decide
for themselves, and give four reasons for their answer.
The men decided that computer should be feminine, la computador, because:
●No-one but their creator understood their internal logic;
● The native language they use to communicate with other computers is

incomprehensible to everyone else;
● Even the smallest mistakes are stored in long-term memory for later retrieval;
● As soon as you make a commitment to one, you find yourself spending half your

pay-cheque on accessories for it.
The women’s group concluded that computers should be masculine because:
● In order to do anything with them, you have to turn them on;
● They have a lot of data but can’t think for themselves;
● They’re supposed to help you with your problems, but often they are the problem;
● As soon as you commit to one, you realise that if you had waited a bit longer, you

could have got a better model.      Fun or fact? You decide. - Ed

Computers - masculine or feminine ? - contributed by Barbara Miller

Old Age - author unknown
Contributed by Val Hordle
I can’t walk like I used to
I did miles with our dog
In every sort of weather
Be it sun or rain or fog.

I can’t bend like I used to
It causes so much pain

And if I end up on the floor
I can’t get up again.

The staircase is a problem
On every stair I stop

To gather my resources
To get me to the top.
My energy is lacking
I often feel so tired

My vision and my hearing
Leave much to be desired.
But when I look around me

At the things I hold most dear
I’m well and truly thankful

For the fact that I’m still here!

Catch this - Dawn Harvey
On Sunday evening, March 1st, I saw
something on TV that simply moved
me to tears. It wasn’t a sad film or
some tragedy on the News.
No, it was two young people in the
semi-final of ITV’s “Dancing on Ice”
skating  to the balcony scene from
Romeo & Juliet,  Such talent from
someone so young is a joy to see.
If you have the catch-up facility on
your television, I urge you to take a
few minutes to have a look.
Ladies, have a tissue ready.



MBT Issue 2 Caption Competition Result
Congratulations to Caroline for suggesting the winning caption for this photo of
“The Tillers” at the Harvest Celebration in October. It was:

“  The Trilling Tillers ”

MBT Issue 3 Limerick Competition
Our next prize competition is to write a limerick with this first line:

“From Mixed Blessings we’d all like to say”
   Entries to Graham, or email: maths.graham@gmail.com by 30th April.

mailto:maths.graham@gmail.com


For up-to-date Government information:
www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public



Wimborne Food Bank
At Mixed Blessings we now
collect non-perishable
items for the Food Bank.

Notice Board

Whirlpool launch recall programme for washing machines
https://washingmachinerecall.whirlpool.co.uk/ Jan 2020

“People’s safety is Whirlpool’s priority, which is why we are proactively recalling
certain models of washing machines manufactured under the Hotpoint and
Indesit brands between 2014 and 2018..
To find out more about the recall and to check whether your machine will need
to be recalled, you can follow the link on the website or call 0800 316 1442.
Please note that appliances under the Whirlpool brand are not affected.
If your washing machine is being recalled, you will be offered a like-for-like
replacement washing machine provided free-of-charge.”

Samaritan’s Purse Shoeboxes
You may recall that at the end of last year,
between us we donated fifteen shoeboxes.
We received this email from the organisers:
“Your shoebox gift was sent to Central Asia!
Thank you so much for packing a shoebox in 2019
and being part of sending 398,664 gifts of love
from the UK to children in need around the world.
We’re excited to tell you that your shoebox, has
not only put a big smile on a child’s face it is also
helping build goodwill between peoples of different
faiths. It was part of a distribution that local church
groups made to children of all religious
backgrounds in their community.
However, while political and religious sensitivities
continue within Central Asia and for the safety of
our ministry partners living in restricted areas, they
have asked us not to disclose details about the
specific country your shoebox was sent to.”

2 Corinthians 9:7
“You should each give,
then, as you have decided,
not with regret or out of a
sense of duty; for God
loves the one who gives
gladly.”

… and so do we ☺
Thank you …

for your support and generosity

“If you have an older person's bus
pass which is expiring soon, it will be
replaced automatically if we have your
current address, the pass has been
used in the past 12 months and it is
scanning on the bus. The new pass
will be sent out about 2 weeks before
your current pass runs out.

If your bus pass is not automatically
renewed but you do wish to receive a
replacement, please contact the
Concessionary Fares Team on 01202
634249. You will not need to submit a
new application.”

Bus Pass Renewal - from the BCP Council website

https://washingmachinerecall.whirlpool.co.uk/


Lui’s Banana Teabread recipe
7 oz self-raising flour
½ teaspoon salt
2 ½ oz margarine
5 oz sugar
2 eggs

 2 oz chopped walnuts
 2 oz chopped cherries
 2 oz sultanas or raisins
 2 ripe bananas (I only use one)
 Cream margarine and sugar together
 Add eggs and beat well
 Mix together flour, salt, nuts, cherries and sultanas
 Add to creamed mixture
 Lastly, add mashed bananas just enough to blend with other ingredients
 Put in a greased and lined 8 ½ x 4 ½ inch loaf tin, or 2 x1 lb tins
 Bake at 325F or 160C or Gas mark 3
 Large cake 1 hr 10 mins; small cake 50 mins, or until firm.

Chuckle Corner - Tommy Cooperisms
I went to buy some camouflage trousers
the other day, but I couldn't find any.
Then I went to the paper shop - but it
had blown away.
I bought some HP sauce. It's costing me
10 pence a month for 2 years.
A man takes his Rottweiler to the vet.
He said: ‘My dog's cross-eyed, is there
anything you can do for him?’
'Let me have a look at him' says the vet.
So he picks the dog up and examines
his eyes, then checks his teeth. Finally,
he says ' I'll have to put him down’.
'What? Because he's cross-eyed?'
‘No, because he's really heavy.'
I went to the Doctors the other day, and
he said, 'Go to Bournemouth, it's great
for 'flu.’ So I went, and I got it.'
I bought a new car. I pushed the horn. It
went “Woof, woof”.  It was a Rover.
I slept like a log last night ........ woke up
in the fireplace.

A man went to the doctor's.
The doctor said: I haven't seen
you for a while'. The man
replied: 'I know, I've been ill'.
A man goes into the doctor’s. The doctor
says: 'Go over to the window, and stick
your tongue out.'
The man says: ‘Why?’
The doc says: 'I don't like my neighbours.'
I went to the doctors with a jelly stuck in
one ear and custard in the other.
The doctor asked: 'What’s the problem?'
I said: 'You’ll have to speak up, I'm a
trifle deaf.'
A guy walks into a pub with a lump of
asphalt on his shoulder.
He says to the barman: ‘Give us a pint,
and one for the road.’
I went to the doctor’s. He said: 'I'd like
you to lie on the couch'.
I said: 'What for?'
He said: 'I want to sweep the floor.'



Our Father in Heaven …
Supposing him to be the gardener, Mary asked him where they had laid Jesus.
He just said: “Mary”, and she knew who He was. John Ch 20: v 15 & 16
Lord, we thank You for this time of Lent when we have contemplated Your
great love for us all. We ask that during our Easter celebrations we will hear
You say our name.
Your love extends to the whole world, but also to us as individuals. Thank you
for this love which brings hope to us and the world.
Thine be the glory
Risen conquering son
Endless is the victory
Thou o’er death has won.
In Your name,
Amen

Wordsearch - Jesus Has Risen  Matthew Ch 28: v 1-9
In the wordsearch, find the following 15 words from the above passage -
words can be vertical, horizontal or diagonal, and forwards or backwards:

D Q R O D I T J X S R K L B S
R E U L S J Z S K P G D V O E
O N I I E K A U Q H T R A E L
L O T F C G D R I S E N D S P
L T J O I K N L X Q L E U G I
E S V J M C L A T B P S U J C
D G K X V B U Y P I E A R O S
M I R B T R P R H J R O T Y I
K M B W G L P S C D F S U O D
N I L M I M R R S X A O A M U
B N K D D O L I G H T N I N G
E Y D L W Q O Q D D U B Z S U
W C S Z B P J V E O X D Z L P
F I M I W H L G W H T T K V R
D I A R F A P K I U N C E W U

TOMB
EARTHQUAKE
ANGEL
ROLLED
STONE
LIGHTNING
GUARDS
AFRAID
JESUS
CRUCIFIED
RISEN
QUICKLY
DISCIPLES
JOY
WORSHIPED



News Digest 1
Here at MBT HQ, we scour the media (maybe that’s a slight
exaggeration, but we do look through the newspaper we buy each day)
to find the important news stories that you might have missed.
There’s a selection on this and the next page:

Relax! Sitting in the cinema counts as a light workout The Times 13 Jan 2020

“It is welcome news that if you are
looking to maintain a healthy lifestyle but
cannot face the gym, settling down in
front of a film could be just as beneficial.
Scientists at University College London
said that a trip to the cinema could be as
good for your health as a “light form of
cardio” exercise. They also said that it
could provide a boost for your heart and
benefit memory and concentration.

It may also be better than watching a
film at home because there are fewer
distractions in a cinema, allowing your
brain to devote a rare period of
“undivided attention” to what is
unfolding.
The research followed 51 cinema-goers
watching the live version of Aladdin and
compared them with a control group
reading a novel. The experiment was
commissioned by Vue Cinemas.”

Having read that article, I thought I’d better carry out my own research. So three
days later, Chris and I went to the Tivoli in Wimborne for the matinee showing of
“Knives Out” (12A), described as “a witty and stylish whodunit”.
Given that it was early afternoon, we’d enjoyed a hearty lunch, and it was dark and
pleasantly warm in the Tiv, you’ll be surprised to learn that I didn’t “rest my eyes”
at all during the whole performance. Was that because my body thought it was
having a light cardio exercise session? I don’t think so, more likely because it was
a very enjoyable film.
But I do think more research is required! Graham

Ballet success at 75 for widower combating grief - The Times 22 Jan 2020
“Bernard Bibby’s first decision in coping with his wife’s death five years ago was to
get rid of his television to make himself leave his house.
His decision bore fruit this week as he became a certified ballet dancer at the age of
75. Mr.Bibby, a retired television and radio engineer, passed his grade one exam,
the only formal qualification he has ever received.”

McDonald’s outnumbered by foodbanks - The Times 24 Jan 2020

“There are now more foodbanks across
the UK than McDonald’s restaurants.
The fast-food chain has about 1,300
branches while the number of foodbanks
is estimated at more than 2,000,

according to Full Fact, an independent
fact-checking body.
The gap is likely to be an under-estimate
as the figure does not include every type
of foodbank, such as those in schools.”



News Digest 2
Millennials update bingo calls - The Times 24 Jan 2020

“The traditions of bingo are being
called into question by a new
generation of players who would rather
the “two fat ladies” used for number 88
were replaced with more up-to-date
terminology such as “Wills and Kate”.
… an online gambling company polled
its customers to find their preferred
terms for a millennial bingo.
The winning entry was “not another
Brexit debate” for 48, replacing the
traditional “four dozen”.
Number 74, previously “candy store”,
became “recycle more”.
The changes indicate a shift from an
older generation who understood why

49 was nicknamed “PC”, a reference to
the fictional PC 49 who appeared in
radio stories on the BBC and in films in
the 1940s and 1950s. The suggested
new name is “Amazon Prime”.
Another call that has little resonance is
“doctor’s orders” for number 9, a
reference to a laxative pill issued by
military doctors during the Second
World War. The suggested alternative
is “get an Uber [taxi] from mine”.
Other updated terms included
“Instagram pics” for 86 (formerly
“between the sticks”), “avocado on a
plate” for 38 (”Christmas cake”),
“gluten free” for 83 (”time for tea”), and
“fake news” for 32 (”buckle my shoe”).”

… and finally:
#n #ecember, #orset Pol#ce launche# an #nvest#gat#on #nto the theft of i.d.s

An easy mistake to make … Daily Mirror Internet news 4 March 2020

“A plant lover was left devastated when she discovered the reason her succulent
plant remained in "perfect" condition wasn't down to her love and dedication.
Caelie Wilkes had been carefully watering the plant, making sure it was getting
the right amount of sunlight and regularly cleaning the leaves, for two years.
She even admitted to having a strict watering plan for it, saying she would get
"defensive" if anybody else tried to water it.
It was only when she went to re-pot the succulent that she noticed it was fake.”

Smells like teen spirit  -  The Times 4 March 2020
Teenager body odour may tell mothers
that their offspring are ready to leave
the nest. While the whiff of babies was
“adorable” and helped create a
maternal bond, the “higher intensity”
pong of the post-pubescent was “a

mechanism for detachment”, Laura
Schafer of the Dresden University of
Technology, who led the study, said.”
I was going to ask my wife if my “scent”
told her anything about me, but decided
it was wise not to  - Ed

Grab a loo roll - The Times 9 March 2020
The owner of an amusement arcade in Bridlington has come up with a novel plan to
slow down panic buyers by making a toilet roll the star prize on a 30p-a-go grabber
machine. The rolls have replaced toys, and punters are queueing up to spend 30p.



6 4 8 7

4 9 5 1 3

6 5 4 7

4 9 5 6

7 8 2 4

8 3 7 9 4 5

9 1 2

1 5 9 6

SUDOKU
Fill the grid so that every column, every
row, and every 3x3 box contains the
digits 1 to 9.

Mastermind
Where am I ?

Who am I ?
I was born Joycelyn Chinery in 1924.
I was brought up in Bethnal Green in
East London.
I was 3 years older than my twin
sisters Babs and Teddie.
Together we formed a singing group
and had chart success with “Sisters”
and “I saw Mommy Kissing Santa
Claus”.
I married footballer Billy Wright at
Poole Register Office in 1958.
I died in 2015, aged 91.

Jenny’s poser:
Some months have 30 days, others
have 31, how many have 28?



Agnes Asks …
How well were you listening at our Tuesday meetings this term?
1. Which type of monkeys live on Gibraltar?
2. The shield logo on Boots’ books was blue, green, or red?
3. In Charlie Mackesy’s book, “The boy, the mole, the fox and the

horse”, what is mole’s favourite food?
4. In Dad’s Army, why was Private Walker not called up to the regular army?
5. In the early years of the Home Guard, what was the only item of uniform

most of the men had?
6. What was the Home Guard originally called?
7. What is the staple diet of mountain gorillas?
8. What position do warthogs adopt when they are grazing?
9. Where was the triple deck pulpit which Rev. Timbrell showed us?
10. In which town did Rev. Timbrell see a church with a picture of the wise and

foolish virgins?
11. What was made from the feathers of forty 'leven geese?
12. What colour was produced on a tile when Mintons added cobalt oxide to the

clay?
13. Which pottery made the window dressing tiles for Lady Wimborne cottages?
14. The Welsh flag is green, white and red.  What colour is St David’s flag?
15. The flag of Glamorgan has three white shapes on a red background.

What are the three shapes?
Thanks to Jeanie for suggesting the quiz theme, and to Agnes for implementing it.

That was the year that was … Identify the single year when:
● British Concorde made its first flight
● Bob Dylan starred at the Isle of Wight music festival
● “Oliver” won best picture Oscar
● Prince Charles was invested as “Prince of Wales”
● Neil Armstrong became the first man to walk on the Moon
● The halfpenny ceased to be legal tender in the United Kingdom.

Answers on next page

Who said ?  "My dear friends, this is your hour."



3 5 6 4 2 8 7 9 1
1 8 9 6 7 3 5 2 4
2 4 7 9 5 1 6 3 8
6 3 2 5 9 4 1 8 7
4 9 1 2 8 7 3 5 6
5 7 8 1 3 6 2 4 9
8 2 3 7 6 9 4 1 5
9 6 4 3 1 5 8 7 2
7 1 5 8 4 2 9 6 3

SUDOKU

Mastermind Answers

Where am I ?
Florence in Italy

Agnes Asks - answers
1. Barbary macaque
2. Green
3. Cake
4. He was allergic to corned beef
5. Arm band
6. Local Defence Volunteers or LDV
7. Nettles
8. Kneel on front legs
9. Minstead
10. Lyndhurst
11. Grandma's feather bed
12. Blue
13. South Western Pottery, Parkstone
14. Yellow and black
15. Chevrons

That was the year that was - 1969

Who am I ? - Joy Beverley
Below left after her wedding to Billy Wright; right receiving MBEs in 2006

Who said ?
Winston Churchill on VE Day in 1945

Jenny’s poser
All of the months

- each month has at least 28 days



Mixed Blessings Programme - Spring / Summer 2020
17th Mar King Charles II      Wendy Lacey  Fish & chips
24th Mar Extend Exercise      Gill Tennant
31st Mar Team Scrabble      Tony Hanson  Meal
7th April Coffee and Chat
14th April Coffee and Chat
21st April St. George’s Day (23rd)         Fish & chips
28th April Extend Exercise      Gill Tennant
5th May  An Evacuee in Scotland    Doreen Halladay Meal
12th May Coach Trip
19th May Visit by Lantern Pre-school
26th May Swanage Railway      Colin Stone  Fish & chips
2nd June Roses         Clive Gill
9th June Unmissable Simple Quiz         Meal
16th June Branksome Dene
23rd June Tour of the Universe     Bob Mizon   Fish & chips
30th June Extend Exercise      Gill Tennant
7th July  Story Telling       Merley School Year 4
14th July Mini-talks        Members   Meal
Below clockwise: Tony & Ros Hanson (Ros may not be involved in “Team
Scrabble” but we couldn’t resist including such a lovely photo); Bob Mizon; our own
Wendy, Doreen, and Clive; and Swanage Railway.




