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Each one of us has had success at something. In this edition of our
magazine we continue to discover the triumphs of some of our members.

I think we can also celebrate the success of this magazine, which started way back
in the days when we were finding out about the meaning of the term “social
distancing”.  We may have stayed distanced from one another physically, but your
articles in this magazine have drawn us together.  Well done all of you and well
done, Graham, who pulls it all together.
Enjoy reading.  John



You may recall that we sent a copy of our “Coronation Day memories” issue of this
magazine to The Queen. Well, John received this reply:



Honeybees - Trudi - a member of the Lantern Congregation
Some people find watching tropical fish
relaxing, I feel the same way about my
honeybees. They are such gentle
creatures with such amazing skills. And
yes, I have been stung. Unfortunately, I
react quite severely in the area where
the sting is, however, since keeping
bees in the UK, I have the correct
protective clothing and have managed
to avoid stings… so far!
While working as a missionary with the
hill tribal people of Tamil Nadu, India, I
was asked whether I would be
interested in looking after the apiary on
the farm where I was living. At this
stage, I knew nothing about beekeeping
and the apiary did not exist. I was
excited about the opportunity and began
reading anything relating to beekeeping
I could get my hands on.
Fifteen colonies of bees arrived in the
smallest hives I have ever seen. They
were about a foot square. I had no
gloves, no veil, no smoker, but the bees
and I developed a symbiotic
relationship. We generally supported
each other with few arguments!
This venture was part of the Foundation
for Farming project. The idea being that
we use the apiary to teach the tribal
farmers how to keep bees in a
sustainable way and create an income
from it. Honey was usually gathered by
crushing the comb and squeezing it
which resulted in a loss of young bees
and the need for the colony to rebuild
before they could make more honey.
Now I am back in the UK, I have my
own honeybees (see photo). What a
blessing! I only take off the surplus
honey, leaving enough for the bees to
survive our harsher winters, but I have
found, as throughout my life, there is

always enough. I give ten percent of the
crop away to those I know who are
particularly suffering from hayfever or
coughs and colds.
Through His creation, God has given us
remedies for our illnesses and allergies,
many from the honeybees. Manuka
honey is held in particularly high regard
for its healing properties. All provided for
us by our creator.
Honey isn’t even the bees favourite
food, they prefer nectar straight from the
field. It is almost as if they are making it
especially for us…
‘In His hand is the life of every creature
and breath of all mankind’  Job 12v10

Trudi



In this issue we continue celebrating the “successes” of our members. John Taylor
shares this certificate which he “earned” while his ship was escorting the one
which was carrying Her Majesty the Queen.



The family went to Leysdown
holiday camp, in Kent, every year
after the War. I had to take part in
the dressing-up competition, and I
went as Queen Elizabeth I. All the
clothes I wore were made of crepe
paper, so I couldn’t sit down.
It was good fun, and I came first.
Pat Gilbert

At events at St.Geprge’s Church,
Oakdale, Margaret has won first
prize for her victoria sponge, and
her scones; and George was a
winner with his tomato chutney.

It’s School Sports Day June 1964. I’m
competing in the under-15s age group and
have already won the 100 & 220 yard sprints.
Now it’s the long jump.
After two reasonable leaps into the undulating,
poorly-raked sand pit, I hit the board for my last
jump just right, and knew it was a good one.
The long-standing school record was 17ft 10 ½
inches. My leap was measured at 18ft 2 inches
- a new school record.
Just one jump in the competition left, by a good
sportsman from the year above (somehow in
the same age group). His leap looked long, and
was measured as 18 ft 2 ¼ inches (quite how
jumps could be measured to within ¼ inch in
that rough sand was a mystery to me).
So my school record lasted less than a minute,
and I finished second.
Was I disappointed? Of course. Fifty-six years
later, can I remember every detail? Absolutely!
Graham



An important exam to pass was The
Miner’s Management Ticket, and
thankfully I did. This enabled me to
manage a mine (my friend went on to
manage a gold mine in South Africa), I
went on to train mining students, and
subsequently into general education.
Peter Piddock
The photo on the left is of Peter in a mine.

Is it a brooch?
Is it a Comic Relief
Red Nose?
No - it’s Fiona’s
first home-grown
tomato, very
artistically
displayed.
We think it must
have tasted really
good.

While working for Barclays International in
Poole in the early 80s, I entered my
runner beans in the firm’s summer
horticultural show. I was awarded a
certificate for coming third.
Although that may sound impressive, it
wasn’t really - there were just three
entries! You needed six uniform beans,
but I only had five and a diddly-squat one.



We know that Ted is a talented artist. But when he was a young man he designed
and built two sailing boats. Below left is his first in Christchurch Harbour in 1954.
His second, on the right, built in his garden in Parkstone, was 16 feet. It’s pictured
at Dartmouth after being named with a bottle of Babycham. He made the sails too.



Jenny Ball and Willow, her retriever-cross, won three rosettes at a fun
dog show in 2004: 1st in recall; friendliest dog; and best-in-show.

My spectacular win was when I had a
once in a lifetime bet on the Grand
National, I had to get my father-in-law to
put it on for me, it was the 1967 race
when Foinavon was the unlikely winner,
three riders turned down the trainer’s
request before John Buckingham agreed
not many days before the race to ride
him,
Foinavon was trailing the field as the
leaders came to the 23rd fence when
many horses refused to jump and
unseated their riders, and then got in the
way of others, Foinavon avoided the
melee, took the jump and went on to win
at odds of 100/1, my shilling each way
brought me £5, and the family was
astounded as to how I’d picked him, it
was on reading the write ups on all the
runners, Foinavon was so poorly rated I
felt sorry for him.

He went on to have some other small
successes, but only with John
Buckingham, and that fence has been
named The Foinavon fence, the smallest
jump at 4’6”,  if you Google Foinavon
you can even watch the race online,
I’ve never had a bet placed for me since
that day.
Barbara Miller



 I always loved drawing
and painting and making
things as a child but didn’t
really enter many
competitions; however I
decided, (I expect during
the Summer Holidays) to
enter a drawing

competition on the back of a cereal
packet (probably Kellogg’s Cornflakes).
I have no idea what the theme was, but
all I can remember was drawing a
picture of a circus with all the various
acts that go on in the arena. I duly sent
off my entry, not really thinking
anymore about it, and then several
months later a package arrived for me
in the post. I didn’t receive many items
addressed to me so you can imagine
the excitement. It turned out to be a
Rose of Sharon shrub.  Thinking back,

it was rather an odd prize for a
children's competition but never the
less I was delighted with it. It turned out
I had won 1st prize. I proudly planted it
in the garden and it always reminded
me of that competition. Give it a go; you
never know!
Caroline
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An outstanding feature of
the Dorset coast is the
tremendous block of solid
limestone known as

Portland. This has been extensively
quarried to provide stone for many
famous buildings around the world,
including St Pauls Cathedral.
From the northern end the rocks rise
about five hundred feet above the sea.
Below the steep Verne Cliff you can see
the remains of the old naval base whIch
was constructed of local stone and took
twenty years of convict labour to build.
Scattered around the island are relics
from prehistoric and Roman times. One
of the earliest Danish landings
in England took place here and one of
the first naval engagements with the
Dutch took place here in the fifteenth
century.

Within the naval base stands Portland
Castle which was built by Henry Vlll on
the site of  a Saxon stronghold.
Sandsfoot Castle on the Weymouth side
of Portland road was erected about the
same time. On the steep wooded slope
to Church Ope Cove, which is one of
the prettiest spots in Portland, are the
picturesque ruins of Rufus Castle. Close
by Is Pennsylvania Castle, a mansion
built by Wyatt for John Penn, grandson
of William Penn, founder of
Pennsylvania, on the suggestion of
George lll.
Of the Churches on the island the most
interesting is that of St Peters in the
Grove which was built entirely by
convicts from the nearby prison.
Portland possesses an excellent local
Museum.

Born and Bred in Dorset - John Taylor
In this issue John tells us about Portland



"Looking back on lockdown - 3, 2, 1":

We asked
Caroline, Derek,
and Jenny B to tell
us about their
lockdown
experience. Here’s
what they said:

Caroline Derek Jenny
which 3 activities
did you miss most

● Mixed Blessings
● Fusion Choir
● Physical rather

than virtual
contact

● Visiting relatives
● Going to Church
● Mixed Blessings

● Family
● Eating out
● Meeting friends

which 2 activities
did you enjoy most

● Discovering new
dog walks

● Binge watching
TV dramas

● Thursday
evening clap

● Helping with
MBTL

● Not having to set
the alarm

● Bonnie, my
‘rescue’ dog

which 1 activity do
you wish you'd
done

● Being able to
help more with
shopping,
prescriptions, etc

● Sorting out
kitchen
cupboards

● Decorating

which 3 items do
you wish you'd
stocked up on

● Bread flour
● My husband’s

favourite whisky
● Eggs

● Hand sanitiser
● Fabric and

thread
● Weed killer

● Library books
● Birthday cards
● Puzzle books

which 2 items did
you buy too much
of

● Wine
● Dips and snacks

to accompany
binge watching

● Tinned kidney
beans

● Chopped
tomatoes

● Chocolates
● Biscuits

which 1
unexpected item
did you use

● Lash Lift
(eyelash
perming kit)

● Vacuum (cleaner
did not come!)

● Paint brush

Practical Help and Support during the Coronavirus Pandemic
The Lantern Church tel:  01202 887733 or email:  help@thelanternchurch.org

Mixed Blessings Times contact details:
Derek Baker  Tel: 01202 888241

Graham’s email:  maths.graham@gmail.com



Our Father in Heaven … - Pat Piddock
Life is like being in an obstacle race!

We are all trying to do our best, like the Olympic athletes.  Sometimes
they, and we, get great results, yet often there are many obstacles that
have to be overcome. During this pandemic, there have been many

difficulties to face: loneliness, poverty, unemployment, illness on a large scale etc.
We ask, Lord, that You will help our scientists to find a cure for this Coronavirus.
We also bring the young people of Merley to You - those who have worked so hard
for their exams.  Some are rejoicing, others disappointed over their results.  Help
them to make good decisions about their futures.
Help us all, Lord, to see the light at the end of this tunnel - Your light that
encourages us to finish the race well.
In Your name.  Amen

Chris took the above photo of a sparrow
hawk in our back garden on a very wet
August morning.
Graham

  Front cover photo - Derek and Agnes

Wimborne Town football club has a new
physio for the coming season. As part of
an “Introducing” interview, Imogen was
asked:
“What health and fitness advice would you
give to those of us in our “senior” years
who’ve been inactive during the lockdown?”
As her answer might be helpful to some of
us at Mixed Blessings, Imogen willingly
agreed to let us publish her answer:
“The most important thing is knowing that
any form and duration of activity you
manage to achieve throughout your day,
no matter how small, is always going to be
positive and everyone has to start
somewhere. It’s hard to get back into a
positive and active routine, but start and
build on it.  Make being active a habit and
an enjoyment.”


